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11111 satlonlthelhotellroomlbedistaringlatithel TVlinldisbelief.llLikelmany!
otherslwholhadlworkedlsolhardltolbringloutithelprogressivelvotelini2004,1
Ilwasldevastated!thatlAmericalwouldlhaveltolendurelfourlmorelyearslofl
Georgel W.1Bush.l1Tolmakelmatterslworse,lthel Republicanslhadlactually!
increasedltheirlmajoritieslinibothlthelHouselandlthelSenate.!

Alllafternoon, lexitlpollshadbuoyedlourlspirits.Ourlpoliticaliconsulting]
firml .1thel Strategicl Consulting! Group! (SGC)l had! worked! hard! tol put!
thousandslofllElection!DaylGet,Out,the,Votelvolunteerslonlthelstreetslin!
Florida,! Michiganl and! Arizona.l Thosel volunteers! had!joined! hundreds!
oflthousandsloflotherslacrossithelcountrylwholhadlpouredimegawattsiofl
energylintolanlattemptltolendithelgreatestiresurgenceloflconservatismlinl
AmericalsincelthelGilded!Age.

Welhadllost/ andlthingslinlAmericallookedlbleak.

HislvictorylwouldlgivelGeorgelBush,landlthelconservativelmovement,|
unprecedented! controll ofl thel levers! ofl governmentall power.1 Itl would!
allowthimltolshapelthelSupremelCourtlandljudiciarylforlalgeneration,land!
tolembedlconservativeslatleveryllevelloflgovernment.

Thel odds! werel highl thatl hel could! reshapel thel basicl structures! ofl
Americanlpoliticalleconomy.lOnceimadelthoselchangeslwouldbelveryhard!
tolundo.lThelconservatives! planned!toluseltheirl mandate ltolprivatizel
SociallSecuritylandiMedicare,ltolremakeltheltaxlcodeland!tolcreatelwhat!
theylcalledlthel ownershiplsociety. !(Illinoisl Senatorl Dickl Durbinlsaysl
thatlreallylmeans:! We relalllinlthislalone. )

They! planned! tol gutl environmentall laws,| and! viewed! thel electionl
results! as! al votel ofl confidencel inl their! disastrous! foreign! policy.l Thel
religiouslrightlsawlthelensuinglfourlyearslaslanlopportunityltolimposelits!
understandinglofl morallvalues lonleveryone.

InlthelafternoonloflElection!Day,ldismallexitlpollsthadlsettledllikelalpalll
onlthelBushlheadquarters.|Butlbylearlylinithelmorninglon!November!3',1
asllistaredlblanklylatithelTViscreen,ltheylwereloncelagainlridinglhigh.

Tolmany! Progressiveslitljustl didn tladdl up.l Thel tax! breaks! forl thel
richlthatllaylatlthelcenterloflthelBushleconomiclpolicylhadldonelnothing!
forl middle,class! incomes.! Whilel Parisl Hilton! jetted! around! thel world!
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spendingl her! tax! cuts, most! families! werel havingl al harderl and! harder!
time.1BylElectionlDay,litlwaslclearltoleveryonelthat!Bushlhadlstampeded!
thel countrylintol thelIraqil quagmirel withl arguments! about! Weapons! of!
Mass! Destructionl thatl werel patentlyl untrue.l Morel soldiers! werel being!
killedlbyltheldaylandltherel waslnolendlinlsight.l Voterslacross! Americal
feltithatlthelcountrylwaslonlthelwrongltrack IHowlinlthelworldlcouldlthey!
electthimltolalsecondlterm?!What were they thinking?

Oflcoursel therelarelmanylseriouslinvestigators/including! Robert!F.l
Kennedy,!Jr./ wholbelievelthat!Bushldidn tireallylwinlatlall.ITheylmakelal
compellingkasethatthelOhioSecretarybfStateandlocalklectionauthorities!
disenfranchised! over! 300,000! predominantlyl Democraticl voters,! costing!
KerrylOhio sldecisivelelectorallvotes.INolonelcontests,lhowever, lthat/Bush!
didlinlfactlwinlthelpopularlvotelinl2004.|Andlbesides, lgiveniBush slrecord,!
itlshouldn tlhavelevenlbeenlclose.lWhatlwentlwrong?

Inlthel weeks! thatl followed,! pundits! turned! outl al blizzard! ofl paper!
analyzing! thel Kerry! defeat.l Butl inl alll thel analysis,! onel keyl symbolicl
mysterylstoodlout:IWhyldidlthelpooresticountiesliniOhiolvotelRepublican?!
In!thel economicallyl depressed! counties! ofl Meigs! orl Adams! or! Vinton,!
verylfewlpeoplelreceivedlpartlofithelhundredsloflbillionslofldollarslinitax!
breakslthatlhadlflowedltolthelwealthiestlpeoplelinlAmerica.ITheleconomicl
prospects! ofl smalll townsl likel Pomeroyl andl West! Union! hadl seriously!
declined!duringlthelBushlpresidency.lWhylwouldltheselpeoplelseemingly!
votelagainstltheirlownlself,interest?!

Andiwhy,jjustltwolyearsllater,!didimanylofltheselsamelpeoplelcastitheirl
voteslagainst! thel Republicans!inl thel Midterm!Elections/ and!turnl theirl
backslonlGeorgelBushlinlthelopinionlpolls?IMeigslCountylhadigonel58%!
tol41%IlforlBushlinl2004, lyetlitlgavelDemocratiSherrod!Brownlalmost152%!
in12006.1Vinton,lthelpoorestlcountylinlOhio,lhadlsupported!Bush155%]tol
45%, butlwhenlthelvoteslwerelcountedlinl2006litlgavelBrown155%.1

Unravelinglthatimysterylisithelkeyltollong,termlprogressivelsuccess.!

Somel might! answer! thatl thesel voters! werel simply! uninformed! orl
under,educated,l orl duped!byl thel Republican! propagandalinl 2004,1 and!
finallyl wokelup 1in12006.

Butlvotersllikelthoselinl Vinton!Countyldidinotlvotelcontraryltoltheirl
perception ofltheirlownlself,interestlin12004,inorldidltheylsimplylwakelupl
onel daylandlrecognizel theirl real 1self,interestlinl 2006.1Inlfact,! voters!
havelanlunderstandinglofltheirlself,interests! thatlinvolveslalmuch!morel
complexispectrumlofineedsithanlsimplyltheirleconomiclwell,being.

Thislbooklwilllmakelthelcaselthatltoleffectivelylcontestlforltheseland!
otherlswingl voters./tol effectivelyl contest! forl thel futurel ofl ourlsociety .
Progressiveslneed! tol understand! thatl entire,l complex! matrix! ofl self,in,
terests.] Andl wel havel tol address! thel fulll rangel ofl thosel self,interests!
head,on.
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Tolwinlelectionsl and! createl al long, terml progressivel realignment! of!
Americanl! politics,! Progressives! havel tol understand! and! address! thel
patternslofineedslandldesireslthatldefinelhowlpeoplelthinklaboutltheirlcore
identities.!We need to address their need for meaning and purpose. Thelsizeloflal
person slpaychecklhasltolbelunderstoodlinithelcontextloflhowlhelviewsthis!
overall relationship to the world.

Therelarel moderate lorl pragmatic |Democratslwholarguelthatlinl
orderltolwin,! Democratsishouldladoptimanylconservativelassumptions.!
Theybelievelthatlattractinglswinglvoterslinvolves! splittingltheldifference 1
between!Progressiveslandlconservatives.!

Nothinglcouldlbelfurtherlfromitheltruth.

Inlorderltolconsistentlyl win/ inlorder! tolsuccessfullylcontest! forl thel
powerltolchartlthelcourselforithelfutureloflourlworld / Progressivesimustl
offerlalclearlprogressivelvisionlforlthatlfuture.l

Welneedltolofferlalworldlview./ alcoherentlsetloflvalueslthatlprovides!
Americanslalsenseloflmeaninglandlpurpose.

Inlthelpast,lcongressionallDemocratshaveloftenbeenicriticizedforitheirl
failureltolprovidel positive lalternativesltolright,winglpolicy.lButlit sinotl
thelproposalslandlpoliciesithatlwerellacking/ therelhavelbeenlhundreds!
ofl proposals.lWhatlhasloftenlbeen!lackinglislthel progressivel vision!that!
giveslbroaderl meaningl tolthosel proposals.l Welhavelfailed! tol framel thel
Americanlpoliticalldebatelinltermsloflprogressivelvalues.!

In120041 Democrats! didn t! losel thel presidentiall election! becausel wel
lacked! policies! and! programs.! Thel Kerryl Campaign! trotted! outl newl
policiesl andl proposalsl everyl otherl day.l Wellostl becausel ourl campaignl
talkedlabout! policies! and! programs! whilel Bush! talked! about! rightl and!
wrong/ aboutlvalues.lHeltalkedlaboutlhislvisionloflthelfuture.

Aslhel createdlal master! planl forl thel cityl ofl Chicago,l afterl thel Great!
ChicagolFire,larchitect!DaniellBurnhamisaid:] Makelnolsmalllplans;ithey!
havelnolpowerltolstirimen slblood. INeitherldo! 10,point Iprograms.

Bylthel2006IMidtermIElections, lithadlbecomelclearltolmanylAmericans!
thatlthelBushlvisionlwaslalmirage.INowlitlislupltolusltolprovidelAmerical
withl al clear! progressivel alternative/ al vision! that! confronts! thel chal,
lenges! presented! byl thel future,! and! describes! how! wel can! realizel itsl
possibilities.

Tolbeat! thel right/tol fundamentallyl realign! politics! inl Americal forl
many!l generations/ Progressives! need! tol consistently,! proudly,! self,
confidentlylarticulatelthatlprogressivelvision.!

Peoplel wantlandlneed!meaninglinltheirllives.l Theyl wantl somethingl
tolbelcommitted!to.l Tepid,imoderate,lincrementallpoliciesland!programsl
dolnothingltoladdresslthatineed.lAnlinspiringlprogressivelvisionlforlthel
futureldoes.!
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Thelright! characterizes! progressivel valueslasl soft, | utopian land!
naive. [Butlthelhard!factlislthatlprogressivelvaluesimust prevailliffhuman!
beings! arel tol survivel and! prosperlinl thel world! of! thel future.l Farl from!
beingl pielinlthelsky, ! utopian lorl softheaded, !progressivel valuesl
arel thel mostl precious,! adaptivel possessions! ofl humanity/and! they!
havelprovidedlthelmorallfoundationlforlthelunfoldinglstoryloflAmerican!
democracy.

Thel futurel ofl ourl societyl and! ourl planet! depends! onl ourl ability! tol
createlalworldlthatlreflectslthoselvalues.l Andlthelgrowinglpowerloflourl
technology/ ourlnewlabilityltoldestroylhumanlcivilization,landlalterlourl
climate/ means!thatlweldon tlhavelforeverltolgetlourselveslonl!thelright!
track.l

Inlthislbooklwelwillldiscusslthelmanylingredients!thatlarelnecessaryl
tol assemblel winning! electorall and! issuel campaigns/ and! al winning!
Progressivel Movement.|Butlthelonelingredientinecessary!tolbringlalll of!
thelothersltogether/ thelonelingredientlwithoutlwhichllong,termlvictory!
islimpossible/islthelclearlelaborationloflourlvalueslandlourlvision.

Iflweldolitlproudlylandiselficonfidently/ andliflwelplanlandlexecutel
well,runlelectorallandlissuelcampaigns/ welcanlwin.

Progressiveslhavelwhatlititakesltolwinlthelbattlelforlourlfuture,liflonlyl
welwillllistenltolourlmothersland!stand up straight.



